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Good Evening, — — 
Parents 'and teachers 'organisations throughout Australia have 
been persistently eomplainin^ that we are underspending on 
Education in this country. And they are quite right. 
Expenditure on education as a proportion of total national 
income iar-
U.3.S.R. 
O.K. 
W.4. 3.4* 
U.S.A. 3jL 
Australia 1.8/» 
In other words, Australia's expenditure per head on education 
should increase by two thirds to begin to give a comparable educa-
tion program with other countries which have an approximately simi-
lar income per head. 
How can we get raore money spent on education? For the most 
part education is a function of the State - not the Federal 
Government. The parliament in Canberra has no direct constitution-
al power on education except in its own territories. In the A.C.T. 
it has done very well - the schools in Canberra are beautiful and 
make ours for the most part look makeshift, skirppy arid shoddy. It 
is the Federal Parliament which alone can find the necessary extra 
money which all the States need for education. Let me show you 
how. 
We have now in Australia a Federal system of government which 
is basically unworkable. Labor has often re-iterated, for obvious 
reasons which need not again be canvassed, the necessity of 
retaining uniform income tax collected by the Commonwealth. This 
leaves the States without adequate taxing powers. The Constitution-
al Review Committee found in the course of its investigations that 
the only reasonably lucrative field of taxation which could 
feasibly be assumed by the States was sales tax. This leaves us 
in the position where State Governments are responsible for numbers 
of services for which they have no means of raising the money and 
where the Commonwealth can raise the money for the State, but need 
take no publie odura for inadequate services if it refuses to do so. 
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So those who are interested in education have been demanding 
special additional Federal grants to the States to provide them with 
money for the development of educational facilities. 
Petitions signed by thousands of people throughout Australia 
have been presented to the Federal Parliament, but Mr. Menzies 
and his Ministers have treated the just demands of the electors 
on this score with their customary lofty disdain. 
The A.L.P. at its Federal Conference last week was asked 
to define its attitude on this matter and it has done so quite 
unequivocally. Labor will give special grants to the States for 
education. 
The following motion was adopted by the conference:-
This Conference recognizes the urgent need for the Federal 
Government to make special financial grants to the States for 
the following and other purposes: 
(i) To develop physical, health and technical education and 
teacher training; 
(ii) To permit the States to provide adequate science equipment 
in their schools; 
(ill} To provide adequate facilities for the education of non-
academic children in post-primary schools; 
(iv) To overcome the existing overcrowded classes; 
(v) To establish a system of secondary school scholarships 
similar to the Commonwealth University Scholarships with 
all benefits subject to fc&e Keans Test; 
(vi) To provide adequate care for the slow learning child and 
the gifted child. 
(vii) To provide improved facilities for training of Kindergarten 
Teachers; 
(viii) To provide an expanding number of University Scholarships 
and adequate University buildings. 
And further, that, in view of the increase in interstate 
migration, that State Education Departments be asked to consider 
the desirability and practicability of introducing some measure 
of uniformity in the various State Education systems. 
The following are reconanended for consideration: 
(i) School commencing age; 
(ii) Stage of transfer from primary to secondary school; 
(lii) School-leaving age; 
(iv) Content is basic subjects; 
(v) Matriculation requirements. 
And further, that the Federal Government establish a 
Ministry of Education and Science. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
